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THE CASE Ob THE TAPS GLOVE
O no Jtauale you

cant keen a good-
man down smiled
Mr Felix Boyd It
utterly Impossible
You may get hiss

down mind you and by fixing ft ct
iron grin upon him you may perhaps

him down for a time But the
i start you your hold tH my
word for it Jimmie hell bob np

from under your arm or be
twbt your or from

unexpected quarter and have
again No no Jimmie you cant

ketu a good man down
Th control office man smiled con

ntly over hia Points In the
lunyiinption of he was too dll-

Uoitiv absorbed to reply sad Fells
j Ml presently added ruminating
mood

So it is with Big Finger Jln
Wit Weve had him down balfa
score of times In the past year or aa
good aa down and in each and every
use just before ita culmination Jut

before our final blow was dealt wed
have wagered our very Uves against

we would Feiix admitted
i tn with a dubious nod-
s Yr in each and every ease JlmmJ-
ne Clipped like an eel through oar
ilngcrs continued Boyd Owing te
no cult of ours mind you no lack
Jr precaution or shrewdness on our
part hut merely because Satan o It-

s i t me often derive Infialte at
iMaUon serving his owa at such
critical moment

Vtiy likely laughed Coieman-
Tha s surely a phUeaephleal way of

at
l think so Jimmie
He certainly Is a good man this

ig Finder or he never could have
u 1 and baffled you a done

a good man In Internal
it

And as I said in the beginning
nniif you eat keep a good auut-

a added Boyd n bit
Take my word for It cover will-

s before we fairly know It
like an ugly Jacktnthe box She

i ringer will again bob up to
anxiety and adotttonal

i Link so Felix
1 do indeed Jimmie nodded Boyd

u ss is alien to that evil fan
as beneficence J to a hog W

shall bear from bias again
v t a month i but little In th Ufa-

or a man
Thats true enough Felix Yet

MKvdod in landing every man of
save him alone

Humph He moon will organise an

VII believe
as a death and

J i i inie A month did you say Yam
u i is Two weeks in Bellevue aura

iii brace of broken ribs and two
Us recuperating in the Adiron

1 marvel that the Big Finger
ild not seixe the opportunity present

iy my abaence to and ex
ne of his infernally crafty and

Hlli break off a moment
Jimnif Ive an idea that yonder men
ar talking Of me

And Flix Boyd bent a furtive glance
lirootion of two young teen

v i were seated at lunch in the mam
r otii of the cafe-

i a a popular downtown
r M ina nt tin a few blocks of the
bs of York Included

o deadline the territory ape
riaiiy assigned to Detective Coleman

i eural ofAce sad the field
of Felix Boyda remarkable ex

Jloits-
U wa as Coleman had said just a

mouth since that great police raid de
s Klei and directed by Boyd which
hd resulted in the wholesale capture-

f tit Kmg of accomplished crooks
iintud by the notorious Big Fin

whise criminal operations below
in t adiine long had been a menace

iv iy great financial institution
Ih M liated-

AS inviously related the
oi oure master criminal had been

ma iy accidental amiabap which had
o si ivijx Boyd not only his pfrisf

but also two broken and
othi l ss serious injuries

Th couple referred to by Boyd a
above noted appeared to be ifttcim
111 sme object which one of them
hui produced from a small wad of
win cotton taken from hit fob
j ikt and which bad led his con

to glance occasionally lnBoyd
i uition Returning it after a brief

o elimination remarked with A

it looks all right Gerry la my
n iii n the diamond la a valuable

oiu
replaced the guttering gea in

the triad of cotton than jamme it
into his pocket

iad to hear you say so Dabnov-
In i inod

a matter of fact however my-
Tiaon is valueless for I am not a

j oi stone Delnr who a reputable will Street
01 the youngest act Bat

a easy way of getting
i Jii

SO-

s hmit the stone to Mr FellxBoydf-
IK quickly will pass upon It foryu ma judgment la infaillbl-

Mr Felix
Init you know him
I cant say that J do

Uelmorea brow arched perceptibly
Humph Is that o he J

1111 riHaiy I thought everybody
VIM v lellx Boyd

hjivu been abroad for three
raarked Gerry with apologetic h-

iMiy What about thi man Mr
I ioyd-

Mtimnre dipped his fingers Into
bowl the waiter had placed

him then deliberately dried
i with

Gerry be presently re-
join d might say a good deal

it Felix Boyd and then much
There are few indeed who

c id tl it all for Boyd and hia se-

er relations WIth some of tha finan-
cial kings of Wall Street are asvvtftr
hen i to be unrolled If you have
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finished your lunch Gerry I will in
troduce you to him He site at the sin
ale table in Ute alcove yonder with
Defective CoHman of tIM central Of

Tit go with YOu at once said
Gerry

are coming this way FtU
said Colemau as the two men ap-
proached

go I see Jimmie

One only young Delmorc His
father is on my list of etieaU

Boyd did pet so much as glance up
when the two men drew near yet
Delmore at l Ce said familiarly

How are you Mr Boyd 1 hope
we dont intrude wish lo introduce
a friend of mine Mr Taibot Gerry
He has Just returned from three
year jaunt abroad 1 wish you to
know him

Boyd dnjaeping lid were raised
indolent Interest yet girl gale iiiigeied
oddly for a moment upon Jerry s
He laid aside his napkins with lips
rebuUng 10 a sable e tvaUjd him

hand
tleaaed to know you Mr Gerry

said he 1 saw you iu Atu rs two
years ago last ihurwday

Gerry Marital sugary taiuciied
realty ALT ooyd ue ex-

claimed loafs Curious i cu
1 was m Aik rtt attuui Lush

vcr you uy by ctuiaec
you stun hove anVx-

cviieat Mr oy k to IWPKi i
the dau so readily i

good yes Wlnrt Cli
news JOeimore

Lad xtoyd bowed and snsttJi to
the one turned conventionally to
other and then relapsed unto his for
Men induf erenctt mucn Is it toe episode

MoUung Boyd replied Del
more Jy t e way Ueriy lets
mat stone w U aa ov aoyo
opinion of k

Ueligfeted 1 am eri d
aasi nuig to produce the wad of cot

m

Have look at thin Mr Boyd will
OUt You are said to be a judge
of such things sad wed like to
know what you males of it 1 coil it
diamond and a vary prod one

eox JMI U acc jH u proffered
Arid studied it roe several mo-

ments in the palm of oi hand Pres-
ently he lotmwi up and said v

Where did g t this atone Mr

Gerry colored deeply Aon covered
his momentury ftmtaurraasiHont with a
laugh

wfcJl to tell the truth Mr Boyd
1 loaned an acquaintance last
night ad accepted that stone as col-

lateral
He aaaa bit hard up hr smfietf

Boyd with a glint in
lifted ejes

80 it appeared
A friend of yours
Well nenot exactly faltered

Gerry Merely an acquaintance
Been long acquainted with him

Gerry laughed again rather ii lf
heartedly

A a matter of fact Mr Boyd I
never w him until last
sold h I ran across him while

the town to a rather rakish foah
Ion and we traveled a bit in company
Incidentally he complained of being
temporarily strapped and 1 made him
the loan mentioned

Naturally you learned his namer
The rame he gave me m return for

my card was Peterson Yet I cannot
sayit was reliable not where he now
maybe found

That is very much to be regretted
said with avrious intonation

so sir Is there any doubt
stone

Boyd rolled the glistening bauble
the damask table 4pward his

questioner
The stone is a production of art

Mr Garry not of nature said
quiet significance It Is one of

the best artificial diamonds I ever
saw

Artlficlair
Precisely Yet it to so pond that it

might deceive even a practiced eye
As I remarked Mr Oerry It is mu ti
to be regretted that you cgnnot BMf

friend siiUd
you again encounter f

by th police i

do that at least exclaimed
Gerry quite red and heated Come
Oelmore I feel the of a stimu-
lant Will you join us Mr Boy-

dI think not now you said
Boyd icmllhts Sorae other time i
agreeable to you

Chaimed at any time I assure
you

Boyd gaxcd after the two inetf
they loft th room his 6-

trayed his i olcs ed interest They
ha3 aken on a tdesjn like that re-
flected tram a polished blade in the
moonlight Precehtly he drew out a
leather notebook and with a pencil
jotted down thV nami o Mr ipallxtt
Gerry Ui

What make of that
jMemim

rays snook his significantly
aswtteiar those pasts a

of which I
hd replied ThIs is the aecond 1 have
seen yet I plainly could have learned
no more than before concerning
maker Fie rnvrst be found located
annfliUated Ilea art Is dangerous
His skill Is a menace Such mutations
threaten the financial safety of every
jewelry dealer in the coqntry if trot
Sn the world 1 again must warn my
clients in that line of the existence of
these remarkable counterfeits At you
through Jimmie Come JU
attend to It this very day

Coleman had nodded in
rponse to the noestton an4 tho two

the restaurant in oompany-
A they to th sunlit street
tttvonffed at that nour with hurrying
people phased aske

Where now Jimmlett

KJIO r

I

lib

taco

aced

then

r
I04totl

web

coiled iT

lOt

0

U4 r

s

Gerry

we

yen
Gerry

tIt

its

eve II

4

d

be-
th

of lot eve
1JiIul

suygeat that you ha ned
j-

Ill
need

Fells
busty

of
mlle toM

the

merely

leA

said

ie
They

them

s
lead

o tt

well

tai h-

At preCtaelyf ant Halle ttgcri
smttttd rwld ass there paelkfSan
antique eiwrta flue uitat wmittu
wisasd w saw w uty rd

u
eye

memory

smart
tax

ended
crew

awe
e

sure

a

a

gem

shaper

sc
do-

ing

Boy
Why

across

your

thank

ss

gist
lord iv

read

fit

Non

ere

men
EmI

bvI end

¬

¬

>

¬

<

<

>
¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

=

Im tip to heudquarters for
a epil replied Coleman I hav a
ixj n to turn in and two letters

Shall I you later
Ill drop Into your office about

vThe central otBce man and
departed

Boyd lingered for several aramonvi
in the restaurant doorway with his
browj knit in thought He had in
mind the aitlnciAl gem h had
seen a most hnitauou ol
a gem int diamond and no nun was
quicker to the aiarmtng pus
suaiitte puch cmmterf its afford

3oya trod on his list of etiejnts sev-
eral wealthy diamond importers and
brokers of Maiden Lajte as wen as
two laje retail jewelry houses and
of them too he was thinking hind
of the wanting which he might

them
Toiw eomlng at times spat

slows before as Boyd
nr niiUy turned to depart h sud
dMi atsmrvednls bay Teronc-
O iwaa bolting across the street to
wand Ijfl-

UNliir Im tnat in the nick or
g sp il Terry ush d Mid

ugh brvatnlm You re wanted at
Sir Boyd

Boyit cleaneiit attractive
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ktL thou
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front of the fanouo lirni at rice tool
the oe ic qiii viy giv n hits t

Ah trie ho softly exclaimed
with an attempt to force r smile to his

fac I will be wore dlscret
Mr Boyd

What Is the trouble Quietly-
I have Just bten robbed of a done

valuable Aiamotd ringHiwmdIoil In
a nuMt abnurd manner

How and by whom
By m woman wno pretended

to make a wurcbaae She was
shown a tray i f very valuable rings
s any of whih briefly examined

doingsao she managed to stout
twelve of the ring ah f nubstUu e hi
their pUo f twelve almost perfect u

as regards settings TIle
ston s the 4pMtitut contain however
while of neajrhr the as those
stolen ar bnltation only of a most
remarkable eharactoe1-

Ha 80 4 m to lat r Boyd ejacu-
lated I to warn you ot
these imitations I so
before Mr ey ag you may

u that Is true f shouts have
Seen nore guarded Yet mv clerks are

xptTif ncc and are ily trust
v r hv I coud not hate ovlieve-

djh a hf i i

Thirr u1 s ue very clever knaves
at h ro nowiday Mr

pule

While

tee

same

th

LIe

ott

s-

wished

sate

use

mace
trial dune once

Dabs re-
member
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jiifch winder th t your did not
detect th substituted imUution they
art xtrnonlinarily rood By the way
Mr CUbtfon are ther any previous
circumsuutces bearing upon the pros
pectlve which d you to show

ef rings to woman who
1 nnitemumd has stolen some of
tfcom

Tar may any ta this
tr nrlnm n Oibjnn remarked Mr
Ikibney

The clerk 3 to
er saw women before

h wevcr a voting man catted and ex-

amlnM th rings saying theftHe
to any one H did not ak-

A jMtertHft that day but he would
call again in the urge of wink

tie called tfcl Morning sir abowt
15 oeJoek and I again showed him
the finally he selected one
asking m t rcmeraber and said
that h wished lilt wife to edt and see
it before he fh purchase He

that would call about S-

oefock 1 gave him of
my f0a da

Go m Mr CUbSon
Just before

approached the
same requesting to

the

tug

ten
1 n the

bid qo
I-

nc

II

one

a
1eQ ear

irk

reel

ins tray

stAte

reply
to-

day he ldbOutad lt k

said
a

xsd to
WenT a
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R Itt
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said shetry and

e yoaag lady
est to hers led pea
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W WHIPPED OUT HIS REVOLVER AND FIRED THREE TIMES THROUGH TKK DOdR0
r

fanged kke a flash instantly taking
on that flinty determine look which
taurnriaMy charnct riaed him when n
gag d by any prof s ioaAl emergency

By whom be curtly demanded
with eyes dilating

Dabney A Co air Maiden Laws
Cried Terry with amazing volubility
They sent a nu eager to your of-

fice and I rushed hers to
Stop a tilt Du yon know what has

at Dabny r
Not sure sir A Trig swipe of

I think the meascnger said
He waited only a moment

Which la longer than I should
ta erriipued Boyd with start-

ling vehemence when the diamonds
were mentioned Here you
this way I may want you Terry o
in with you Dont spare your

eahMo A dottar a m4nucet3mV-
TK UV fo t 3P Dabney 4k Co Jewelers
Mnliicn at the top of your
aiMMHf

a bang of the dosed door and
a vehicle tearing through the crowded
street

Pawing paapia starod and woaHervd

A dollar a minuta wma pot an c

travagant fee for FeHx Boyd to have
offered kin cabman scarce three
minutes had passed wtoen the carriage
drop at the curbing fronting the
great retail jewelry store of Mesav-
aPabnty Co in those days ore nf-

tk notewortliy attractions of Maiden
LiPWy

Walt here cobble commanded
Boyd as he sprang out cpon Ua

you Terry follow me in as
I want you Display no
in my doings however

Not I rejoined the tad Tvqst
me for that

Boyd entered tike an ordinary cus-
tomer yet strode quite briskly down

of the broad aisles between the
sptendM counters with only cursory
glances at the laagniflcent display of
merchandise on every side

Yet before Boyd had passed half
through the long aisle he was

apnroachcMl lo an elderly Hs-

tlngufsned man obviously
much agitated who whispered rapidly
aa he grasped Boyds arm

This way quick Thank IXeavenyour here I despatched a messen-
ger for you at once We have been
swindled

Hush B prudent growled Boyd
a reprehenatve glance at the men

Whatever the occasion of your
Mr Dabney it cannot warrant

the slightest betrayal of our sect
business relations Comprise yourself-
at ones

Is order to dispel the misgivings
of any ohaerver for the
was weK AUed with customers at that
tour Boyd felt u lausbitg softly he
fore the last said and the man
addressed who was the head and

happened
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ivilil i I P liiidv These
remark bl Imitations

Oh tl y completely deceived Mf-
Qsbson wjr clerk and the uniajgiTB
dexterity tn substituting the 1

rings trust have tweet iliiiniillugjrir
groaned Dabney ender his breata
went tv Gibson soon after w
woman d If b iMl
made iHnaff-
ered tho fraud

How l n
Rarely hrlfanho
What Is the value of the

than three thousand ddngjkv
I wfll with Gibson an

what mar be done said Boyd
one moment Mr Dabney

AiUiw lee to do all of the taskag
with Glawon and present me to him
sad remark upon the facts entirely
as If veer dlsclosutips of the loss
merely I do not wish Qlnv
son to Infer that I am n your aervtef

to get at facts In a
fat as he can apart them I can do
o better than you

v
DaHnev atlPhtly inclined his g r

heM and ridded to Bonds
hand as two aoproached a cronntjar

removed middle ng
of frank eonnien two stood
It who anxiously regarded

otnploywr as the two men dress near
Halfan y onrlnc d FeUx Boyd
who a keen physiosnatntot thai
the clerk was

Let m ne that tray of span
mid Mr Ibiv y hatting

with at the counter This ten
tlctmar Is an expnrt and I wlnii to
nabnttt them to bilL I haW told
Mm of the swindle by which i fear
we have been vtetlithMd

Mon hastened to bring the de-

sired tray from a vault Tn the wall
and with agitated hrnds placed It
the broad glass showcase

Alas I can nww corglve myself
he groaned with a hrprleas look at
Boyn8 nnn inscrutable fate

From their dark background of
plush each ring occupying a tiny

In the tray which was invariably
kept Riled to nfevpnt any undetected
theft by an examiner of them half
ahvndred costly solitaires gleamed
and biased with daaalmg radiance
aa If with a light and life all
own

Boyd bowed above the tray and for
several moments silently studied Its
cometis Then with the of his
pencil one after the other he raised
twelve of the rings from the slots
arul them upon a square piece
of velvet on the showcase

Victimized yea Mr Dabney there
Is no doubt of it said he glancing up

Just a dozen sir you said I do not
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show her the rings at her noa
band bad been looking MaiuraOy sir
I had no and readily coos
piled She examined the tray of rings
sad we discussed together pos-
sibly occupying a qonrter hour yet
not for a moment did I lose sight of
the tray or of her She finally decided
that her husband had made a desirable
selection and said she would at once
send him a note advising him to call
and get the ring on Ma way hope

lest it should be sold to another
1 provided her with paper end pencil
and she wrote the note and inuaed-

iatrty departed Alas we since
have discovered

One moment Mr Boyd
interposed now that he had got mpat
of the mans story The method
adopted by the swindlers i very ob
vtous The young man first called to
study the tray of rings that counter-
feits might be made with which to de-
ceive you H is visit this morning was
calculated only to pave the way for his
wife thus tending in a measure to

your vigilance She evidently is a
woman of superior nerve

dexterity Udder ydur very eyes
she moat palmed the genuine
jng and disposed of them on her per

nuhstitntfng only too eounter
i

appears ao groaned Gibson
ilnsjlnj Ms hands I could not have

beHovcd it possible however
Kmdry answer a few questions for

me Mr Gibson First describe the
young man

I1 appeared to be about twenty
five of medium height and build H
weds rather boyish looking as 1 recall
him wearing neither beard nor mus-
tache 1 should say that hU comple
loft was light his eyes blue and his

somewhat effeminate
How about the woman Mr Gib

gfe too was young and very
pretty She waa nraasnrt

I nat rally suppoaod her toe a
young lady of wealth She was rather
above medium sine I should say
with fascinating eyes and a most al-

luring smile I think of no special
features by which she eouid be Identi-
fied nor any-

One moment please Bow lens
since she departedr

Possibly half an hour
Were there any names mentioned

None sh
Perhaps you supposed the two

to be a recently manted ooupie
That was precisely my Impression

sir
Quite in order Im sure nodded

Boyd Really Mr Dabney the cue
seems to no very encouraging
features

None at all that I can
dubious rejoinder The aoound

certainly have gotten well away with
the goods
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NOTE
When Inspector Byrne commanded the York

lice force he fonnd it n ceaarv to issue an order
railing for the instant arrest of every crook found doj
or right In that part of thf metropolis south of
Fulton street stringent order quickly gained for
the district title below deadline at ka t in
police circles A lower part of irfty
Wall and Broad tr eiaann Maiden lane where thin pat
diamond houses are located various efforts were made
by tbe under world to evad th For several
years a dumber of erooka headed by nn unknown but
rxtrrme clever criminal succeeded in operating IB the
district despite the police and it is to chronicle their
doings and their ultimate capture that Mr Scott Camp-
bell has written this interesting series of stories
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Oh stay that siov cried Mr
Dabney abruptly PcswltU that will

something to Mr Buyd-
Ah what U this cried Boyd

with a second warning glance at the
impulsive speaker

had produced from mind tfe
counter a fashionable tan glove lady
sire l p bUy worn and soiled As h
aid it upon the show ease in trout of
Boyd be quickly rejoined

It was dropped by the woman ate
while she was writing tho note men-
tioned I did not diaeorcr U antfl
had then saw it lying nUnr th
lacquer table yonder

mired Boyd
Abnalat y She had both gJovs in

h r while examintnc tin tray of

jS very likely growled Boyd
pointedly ly SUM he pur
totoed rings found their nr to
War glove A pity tea tt n4 not
best this one It n lg rk by
which to track her Mining
however and of French make You
soy she at at table while writ-
ing the

highly polished IMc in
the Sidle with of connter
chefs still bald H

sir replied Qftsoti She
occupied that chair I provided her
with a single sheet of paper which 1
happened to have here and loaned her
my pencil She said she did not

any envelope aa she would sand
the t her husbands by her
footman

Boyd did set a pearr to hoard
the tact Several of the Jerks
had gathered ta a group seal y and

standing art to Mm m or
thought they saw one swift tetecusi
fled slam a sharp as aa etnetric
flash leap up from the depths of hi

gray eyes
t was gone i an instant hnvnver

cud Boyd then dropped Into
th thief had occupied sail

lore the one sad only due
to the mysteriona pair of swindlers

Footman eh he presently growled
Plainly Indicating that h hoard
d pUe appearances She came Tn a
arriage thenr

80 I Infer replied Gibson
You did aril vnhfefts
I did sh Wishing to lanlace

the tray of ta vanlt sg goon
as possible I did not acoomnaoy
to the door

There a brief period of a81ne
the more strained because of tfcn b-

viou mental baorption of the
the chair Fobs Boyd aat tipping the
smelt polished table to and Ira with
his brows knit his ups drawn and Ma
gas vacantly fixed upon the dainty
bit of furniture Through one of the
broad plat taa winnow near by the
glare of light fed fun upon its polished
surface and accentuated with tt
Motion Bonds strangely set and
tol face

Presently he started abruptly and
glaaeed at his watch finnmg It to n
nearly halfoast two

Suppoae you bring thoee twelve
bogus rings into your privets
Mr Dabney said he carelessly an
arose An examination under a lenaj
may reveal something

Possibly admitted Dabney yet fnr
his life he could not have told what
advantage thus to be drivnn

You may put w smelt bug
tor me Mr Gibson

I wOl take along tan
also remarked Boyd sanatoria
away to advance

A he approached the end eon nf
counters however at which Terry

Rowan was staring Idly into a
ease Bonds indifference soddaady
took wags His hand closed upon the
tads arm with a grip that betrayed
lair suppressed energy and h bowed
to whisper rapidly

Find the store telephone Terry
Get Coleman at the central ontcc
Have him meet me at Use Hotel
oil at I oclock Three sharp mind
yw Hotel Tripoli

Tm wise air the lad qvtekly
nodded and immediately away

A Boyd stepped aside for Dabney
to precede him into the tatters private
ofltoa which waa at the rear of the
store he took from the Jewelers hand
the small pasteboard box containing
the doses bogus rings

IT keep these for a spell Mr Dab
ney said he with curious

By the way while I think tot
ft what price of the lacquer
tkhle out yonder the on at which I

seated
Forty dollars cried Dabney per

ptexiMl and Irritated That a strange
question to ask at such a time as
this la your interest in that infernal
little table more pronounced than In
the service you are employed to ren-
der If it is Mr Felix By i

6n stow all that Boyd curtly
tnterrupted Ill take table at
the price meted Set It aside for me
without fall I shall call here stain
before Mr Dafcney and then will
report on this vase

But
There are no sir when I de-

clare growled Boyd thrust-
ing the glove and box of rings into
his pocket It now is halfpast 2
At I 1 have an important engagement
Expect me again within the
mentioned Meantime not a

Why certainly not aword gasp-
ed Dabney with an amaaed staaa

For Mr Felix Beyd already hadparted

in-
Ylaen emerging from

store Boyd hastened to hte wafting
carriage
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< Its ip to me sr nodded the
hag kmaa tuck to see that some seri-
ous eimtrgcrry existed and that each
second was o value

He grova through UM noisy streets
at n rate of pd that threat fin og not
oily his own vehicle Yet many
another as well and caused mm than
one biiiceonted patroUnan tn start
invohmiarUy sad also iaiiBij a it
to stop him

Recnatng upon the eunhtann wfthit
Mr Fettx Boyd complacently
smoking a cigar

Be threw It away when the anaaorgan to slow down agnte eok
salted watch it wanted
mteu of three be sprang nttt
upon the sidewalk in front of the botet

Wait cabbie said be gtaneteg
sharply up

Bight sir
In no direction was there any sign

of Jimmie Coleman yet Boyd did not
dieter operations pending his arrival
With rabble gnamg curiously alter
him be quickly mounted the of
the rtl which a tolerable brick
edifice of six stories and entered the
open vestibule There were nomoroo-
Kjceta lounging about the inner office

entrance was not specially
noticed

Approaching register Boyd
glanced rapidly at names inscribed
on tataat page Presently he
lighted ttpon one ta a angular
hand whisk again brought that eold
and relentless gam to his at r ins
eyes line across the page read

Mr and Mrs Philip Kelsey

number that of the oc
cupied by Kelseys

did not summon a bellboy
entered the elevator located the

mention and inaniily ap-
proached the door

That the were occupied at
that moment Immediately obvious

the key had been l ft in
on the han aide

Once more Boyd glanced at his
watch It wanted minutes of
three Then be knocked gently open
the closed door of Suite 3SL

A voice from within promptly
Comet

Boyd drew himself up smiled oddly
for an Instant then gravely
the room closing the door behind him

I beg pardon air said he with a
graceful bow I hope I do not in
trude

The remarks were addressed In a
youthful cvrlyhaired chap clad m a
neat plaid suit who had nur
eying himself before a mantel mirror
He lead turned when Boyd ushered
however and upon aeetag bias he
give vent to aa involuntary ejacula-
tion of surprise isre theta half sup-
pressed

f thought It my wit who
rapped said quickly
you marls a mistake sir

I think not providing the hotel
register is reliable Boyd unctuously
rejom d bowing and smiling 1 am
looking for Philip Ketoey I
some that you r are Mr Kelsey

young man My wife ta absent just
now however

Kelaey appeared tale strangely pale
and his fair features were tensely
drawn yet he su dily met Boyds
gas with dilated blue eye and
hi rather effeminate voice never fal-
tered

fUen wm your wife return Mr
Kelaey inquired Boyd quo

I cannot say dr
I have Just come m myself What

Is your tth her pleaseT
I would prefer to inform her pro-

viding she return In time for
lr sh It cannot consist of

anything of which I he kept
in ignorance Interrupted KIey
a dark frown sweeping to his lair
attractive

Boyd iaughed softly and shook his
headWhy no of course not sold he
It consteM of nothing very

ney a Co of Maiden
Lane Your wife called there

to look at the ring
you contemplated buying Uafor
tunately Mrs Kelaey dropped

of glows which found
alter she departed sad I been

here to return it to her
And Mr Felix Boyd drew tan

glove from pocket and advanced
to place it upon the table

Ketaey had grown aa whit a the
linen at his throat yet hi nerve did
not appear to forsake aim He drew
himself up forcing a sickly smile to
his drawn Hp and directed one fur
tiv glance toward the closed door
tween which and him Mr Felix Boyd
remained atandmg

This ta v ry kind of you yet you
have been to seedless trouble said
he with a slight shrug of his anoul
den glove Is worth but ttttle
You may leave It sir and I will hand
it to my wife

Ah yes thank you MBwled
Felix

Yet he did not depart
Kelaey regarded him for a-

a a eat atches a
1 there anything more fe ab

aptly demanded Why on yvti re

To that your jets her
gteve anned Boyd

I tell you that I wH haad it te
her when return ortad Ksteey
Impatiently

I would prefer tn welt nm sa ra
If its aH anna tn yon

Absurd She rely b abaent for-
t ate time

Nevertheless M Ketaey I will
wait persisted Boyd My patience
will not be severely tried and I wish
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